Nansemond plante:, were 
able to live in luxury :» that 
day, the report on the «slony 
showing that some oi the 
Nansemond planters had 
large orchards and farms. In 
Maj. General Richard 
Bennett's patent we find that 
he brought in ‘‘Austin a 
Negroe’’, this being the first 
mention that we have seen of 
an African in Nansemond. 
Before the close of the 
seventeenth century the 
people from Nansemond had 
begun to enter northeastern 
North Carolina and found 
settlements. 

Seventeenth Century 

Progress 

By 1700, Nansemond was 
one of the important counties 
in the colony. Maj. General 
Richard Bennett, of Nan- 
semond had been collector 
general for this section of 
Virginia and he had also 
served as governor. Edward 
Major had been speaker of 
the House of Burgesses in 
1652; Thomas Dew held the 
same position and the second 
session the same year; 
Thomas Godwin was speaker 
in 1776; and Thomas Milner 
in 1691-93. The following men 
from Nansemond had been on 
the governor's council: 
Richard Bennett, (1639); 
William Bernard (1641); 
Thomas Dew (1655); John 
Carter (1657-8); Edward 
Carter (1659) and Col. John 
Lear. The county had been 
divided into three parishes 
and state churches had been 
built in each parish and 
glebes had been established, 
the first, one dating back of 
1642. The county had many 
Quakers in it, and had been 
visited by Rev. George Fox 
and his companion William 
Edmundson, on a preaching 
tour in 1672. Peter Montague 
of Nansemond had become 
one of the first school 
teachers in Virginia. 

The County Town had been 
ordered built in 1680 on the 
river at what is now known as 
“Town Point’’ but at that day 
it was known as “‘Due’s’’ or 
Dew’s Point, or otherwise 
“Hough’s Point’. This was a 
strategic place in the early 
years. As early as 1667 an act 
was passed to build some 
forts in the counties, and the 
Nansemond fort com- 


missioners were appointed to _ 


meet at Mr. ‘Husses’ plan- 
tation on Oct. 28rd, then and 
there to consult, advise and 
determine the most ex- 
peditious ways and means to 
erect and finish the said fort, 
taking care that in every fort 
there had to be a court of 
guard, and a convenient. 
place to preserve a 
magazine; each fort had to be 
capable of holding eight great 
guns at the least, the walls to 
be ten feet high and towards 
the river or shipping ten feet 
thick at least. The cost of the 
said fort was to be borne by 
Nansemond, Isle of Wight, 
Lower Norfolk, Elizabeth 
City and Warwick counties. 


In 1671 all the forts were 
ordered to be repaired with 
brick unless the repairs were 
very small. The Nansemond 
fort commissioners met on 
Nov. 6th, to look after same. 
In 1672 an order was passed 
again for brick repairs to the 
forts. Therefore there must 
have been some people living 
around the site when the 
order of 1680 was passed. 
Fifty acres of land were to be 
bought for 10,000 pounds of 
tobacco and casks. The lots 
were to contain one-half an 
acre each and were to be sold 
for 100 pounds of tobacco and 
a dwelling and a warehouse 
had to be erected on same 


OF 
FAMOUS 


a acai caiaaa aaliuamlinaws ose 


* 


aattake CO. 


ste 
TRL LLIn hae 


That’s When They Needed Us! 


% QUALITY HEATING OIL 
& METERED KEEP FILL SERVICE 
* OIL BURNER SERVICE 


PHONE 539-0044 


W.T. (BILL) YOST 


DISTRIBUTORS 


*WATCHDOG OIL HEAT SERVICE 
734 N. MAIN ST. ACROSS FROM PLAZA 
WIAA AHI AAAI IIIA IAIA III IIA 


Page D-10-Suffolk (Va.) News—Herald, Sunday, July 4, 1976 


Progress Was The Key Of The Seventeenth Centuryssreressressenenesntensssnennennnsennncnnnenanenannunnstnestnasionts 


within three months or the 
land reverted. back to the 
trustees. The order of 1680 
was staid by orders from 
King Charles II in court at 
Whitehall, England, but 10 
years later or in 1691 another 
law was passed, ordering the 
town to be built where the 
land had been formerly laid 
off and built upon. 

In October, 1705, another 
act was passed relative to 
ports and towns on the rivers. 
The one on the Nansemond 
River was to be at Nan- 
semond Town and it was to be 
called Nansemond, and it 
was to have Mondays and 
Thursdays in each week for 
market days and the fifteenth 
of October and the following 
four days exclusive of Sun- 
days annually were to be fair 
days, when the planters and 
the Indians could come and 
trade. About this time the 
Indians changed from stone 
weapons and tools to guns 
and steel tools. Many of their 
stone implements are still to 
be found where they camped 
in the vicinity on these fair 
days. 

In 1740 a ferry was 
established from Nansemond 
Town to Hampton, the price 
being 7 shillings, 6 pence for 
each man and horse, and of 
more than one, 5 shillings for 
each man and each horse. 

There were villages at 
Somerton, originally called 
Summertown, Chuckatuck 
and South Quay, the latter 
being the point at which 
many of the explorers and 
early settlers of North 
Carolina took boats for the 
trip. Tobacco was being 
raised for money, and 
foodstuffs were being grown 
for home consumption. Very 
few, if any, houses of that 
period remain in Nansemond 
today. One thing that 


tradition tells us is that a man 
on the Nansemond began to 
make fish-hooks for use in the 
colony. 


The only weapons available 
to American horse soldiers 
for attacking the stockade 
were those shown in this 
sketch of typical trooper. 


CHAPTER III. 


For the first few years of 
the 18th century Nansemond 
appears to have pursued an 
even course, but soon the 
dispute over the location of 
the Virginia and North 
Carolina boundary line began 
to loom up. The first 
available list of the land 
holders of the county shows 
the names of many people 
who were afterwards found to 
be in the state of North 
Carolina. 
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Ov. ber 12th, 1712, an Act 
was passed by the House of 
Burgesses far the erection of 
rolling houses, where the 
tobacco was rolled to the 
banks of the rivers to be 
shipped, and in May, 1720 the 
same Act was amended so as 
to.permit the storage of grain 
and salt as well as tobacco. 

Settlement was forbidden 
by the Governor of Virginia in 
the disputed territory on the 
Virginia-North Carolina line, 
a part of which bounded 
Nansemond on the south, and 
engineers and astronomers 
were trying to locate the 
exact spots where the line 
should be. Finally a com- 
mission was appointed by 
each colony to run the 
dividing line. They met in the 
spring of 1728 at Currituck 
inlet and ran an official line 
between the two colonies. (A 
photostat copy of this line is 
now in the possession of the 
writer). At the head of the 
Virginia commission was Col. 
William Byrd of Westover, 
and he has left us an amusing 
account of his visit to Nan- 
semond. He and his party 
were entertained with an 
abundance of primitive 
hospitality at Mr. Godwin’s 
on the Nansemond River, and 
at Col. Andrew Mead’s 
palatial home at Mount 
Pleasant, just west of where 
Suffolk stands today. He 
mentions the fact that they 
passed no less than two 
Quaker meeting houses in the 
county ‘‘that sect prevailing 
much in the lower Nan- 
semond for the want of 
ministers to pilot the people 
to a decenter heaven.” About 
the same time Governor 
Richard Everard, of North 
Carolina, was entertained at 
the same home _ while 
awaiting a ship to take him 
and his family back to 
England. It was while there 
that David Mead, the 
Colonel's son, fell in love with 
Susanna, the daughter of the 
Governor, and they were 
married before the ship 
sailed. 

By that time there were 
ships coming up the Nan- 
semond River to trade with 
the planters, especially for 
tobacco, and they did not stop 
on the nearby banks, but went 
as far as North Carolina to 
buy and engage the weed, the 
people from that section 
hauling their produce to 
Nansemond for sale. By May, 
1730, the regular tobacco 
warehouses had succeded the 
old rolling houses on the 
banks of the Virginia rivers, 
and there were three tobacco 
warehouses in the county at 
that date, viz; one at 
Lawrence's, one at Sleepy 
Hole Point, and one at the 
widow Constance’s, which is 
the present site of the City of 
Suffolk. 

Before the end of the 
century there were 
warehouses at Milner’s, 
Wilkinsons’ and South Quay 
in addition to three men- 
tioned. 

As early as 1738 a mail 
route from Williamsburg by 
the way of Jamestown Ferry, 
Hog . Island Ferry, the 
Nansemond Court House, to 
Norfolk Town and from there 
to Edenton, North Carolina, 
was established to go once 
per month. 

Food stuffs were being 
grown and the planters were 
exporting their produce to 
England as the old wills 
show. In 1742, the Town of 
Suffolk was chartered, to be 
located at  Constance’s 
warehouse. Soon a ferry was 
established over the river at 
the foot of what is now Main 
Street to Jordan's Point, the 
clerk’s office and the cour- 
thouse were lecated in the 
new town as early as 1755, 

and a handsome new brick 
church was ordered and built 
on the corner of what is now 
Church and Prentis streets, 
the same being completed 
about 1755. The vestry books 
of the county begin a few 
years prior to 1750, and are 
preserved, and give much 
data about the county. 

In the French and Indian 
War which soon came on 
Nansemond county sent a 
body of men to engage in that 
conflict. Many of the names 


of these soldiers are 
preserved today. They went 
from Suffolk to 


Fredericksburg and from 
there to the front. 

In a few years after that 
war was over the Dismal 
Swamp was visited by 
George Washington on a 
prospecting tour, and when 
he had made his observations 
and reported to his associates 
they soon formed a company 
to develope the lumber in- 
dustry in that great swamp. 
Washington, being a surveyor 
and engineer came down in 
person and supervised the 
developments, the most 
important of which was the 


cutting of the canal or ditch 
from the point about five 
miles south of Suffolk on the 
White Marsh Road to Lake 
Drummond. This canal has 
been known from that day to 
the present as_ the 
Washington Ditch. While 
engaged in this work one 
evening as he was returning 
to the camp with his 
engineer’s instruments he 
came in contact with an in- 
furiated bear, and he had to 
drop his instruments and 
climb up a juniper tree for 
safety. (Note: A few years 
ago there were said to be 
some juniper rails on a farm 
in that vicinity that were split 
out of the logs. in 
Washington’s cabin while he 
was surveying the canal). In 
a short time the business was 
soon developed. A town grew 
up on the White Marsh Road 
at the end of the ditch, known 
as Dismal Town, and was a 
place of much trade in its 
day, and a large school was 
conducted there by a man 
named Montague. 

About this time peanuts 
began to be cultivated on a 
very small scale. They were 
mostly planted in the large 
gardens and they took the 
place of imported nuts in the 
planter’s home, at the 
Christmas season. They were 
one of the luxuries. The 
peanut appears to be of 
African origin, one authority 
claiming that the peanut and 
the potato were cultivated in 
Egypt in pyramid times. 
Another authority states that 
they found their way to 
Virginia on the slave ships of 
the early days as the slave 
traders used them to feed the 
slaves while on shipboard. 
The soil and climate were 
adapted to their growth and 
they continued to be 
cultivated for home con- 
sumption only until about 
1860. After the war of 1861-65 
the demand rapidly in- 
creased and the nuts became 
popular in the north, and 
their cultivation was 
profitable, not only from a 
direct income, but the waste 
was fed to hogs, that fur- 
nished the celebrated Smith- 
field ham, known the world 
over. 

Nansemond early began to 
profit from the cultivation of 
the lowly peanut, even before 
there was a peanut factory in 
the county, and ‘since their 
establishment, Suffolk, the 
county seat, has become the 
largest peanut market in the 
world, and every other line of 
business has been reaping 
great benefits from the in- 
dustry. The peanut and the 
porkers have built the city 
and towns and banks and 
business of this old county. 

About this time Nansemond 
had 644 men in her militia. 

Soon the Stamp Act and 
other laws were passed by the 
English Parliament that 
caused much unrest in 
Virginia. The merchants of 
Nansemond and _ Suffolk 
attended the meeting of the 
merchants of the colony in 
Williamsburg in 1770 where 
the situation confronting the 
country was surveyed and 
plans laid for the future. 

In a few years things were 
changing very rapidly and 
soon the country was engaged 
in the Revolutionary War. 
Nansemond promptly ap- 
pointed a committee of 
safety, the first meeting of 
which we have seen an ac- 
count was held on July 11th, 
1774, when a long list of 
resolutions were passed. The 
next was held March 24, 1775, 
and dealt mostly with the 
case of Rev. John Agnew, and 
his preaching at what is now 
known as the Glebe Church, 
and John Thompson, a 
merchant of North Carolina. 
The third meeting recorded 
was held August 18th, 1775, 
and discussed the case of two 
Suffolk merchants, Messrs. 
Donaldson and Hamilton, 
who had shipped some goods 
that were captured and taken 
to Boston and the merchants 
were exonerated. The last 
meeting that we have seen 
the account of was held at the 
house of John Aspray in 
Suffolk, November 22nd, 1775, 
with Willis Riddick as 
chairman and eleven 
members present, Lemuel 
Godwin being the clerk. The 
case of Betsy Hunter for 
writing letters to her mother 
and brother in Norfolk, 
telling about the movements 
of troops in the county, she 
and Mary and Martha 
Wilkinson who knew about 
the letters were to be ad- 
vertised in the public papers 
and were to be looked upon as 
enemies to America. 

Nansemond’s militia was 
represented at the battle of 
Gréat Bridge, and when 
Norfolk was’ burned by the 
British, the people of Nan- 
semond and Suffolk opened 
their doors to shelter and feed 


the destitute people. The 
county furnished 800 soldiers 
first and last for that war. 
There was an arsenal located 
on Sack Point farm, and from 
it two vessels were supplied 
with ammunition. Suffolk 
became an army depot where 
large quantities of provisions 
were stored, and a detach- 
ment of American troops 
were stationed in the town to 
guard the stores. The 
shipyards at Reid’s wharf in 
sight of the present bridge at 
Suffolk began the con- 
struction of vessels and two 
were built there by the 
Cowpers, the “‘Dolphin’’ and 
the ‘‘Marquis Lafayette”’ 
both of which did valiant 
service for the state. Milner’s 
was also a depot, and a place 
of considerable trade while 
South Quay became a port of 
entry and a custom house was 
eventually located there to 
receive the goods from 
foreign ports, ‘while her 
shipyards were busy building 
vessels for the North Carolina 
navy. From her storehouses 
many privateer vessels were 
fitted out and armed for their 
voyages against the British. 
These places were like thorns 
in the flesh to the British and 
it was determined to get rid of 
them. A road had been 
provided by Act in 1779 from 
the wharves at Suffolk and 
Milner’s in Nansemond to 
Hicksford, now Emporia, so 
that the provisions might be 
brought there; and the old 
South Quay road to Suffolk 
had been straightened and 
improved, Suffolk was 
burned on May 13th, 1779 by 
troops under General Mat- 
thews, and the entire town 
was practically wiped out 
except the colonial churches 
and all the county records 
were destroyed. Before the 
close of the war, British 
soldiers had been sent to burn 
Milner’s Town and South 
Quay. One consignment of 
Swedish cannons brought 
from France was unloaded by 
Captain Boritz of the brig 
“Sacred Heart of Jesus’’ at 
South Quay and carried 
overland and used by the 
American army. In Scott’s 
old field (now the Ellis farm) 
near Lake Prince, one battle 
was fought between the 
Virginia militia and British, 
the latter retiring over the 
creek at Milner’s Town. 
Benedict Arnold crossed the 
county in 1781 on his way 
from Richmond to Norfolk. 
Lord Cornwallis later with his 
army crossed the county on 
his way to Portsmouth in 
1781, both crossing the river 
at Sleepy Hole ferry. The 
river and its tributaries were 
used to hide and sink, the 
Virginia naval vessels in 
when they were in danger of 
capture. When the seige of 
Yorktown began several of 
these vessels were raised and 
did good seryice in supplying 
the American troops with 
provisions. Col. Josiah 
Parker of Smithfield was in 
command of the militia in the 
lower counties during the last 
days of the war; having been 
given this command by 
Baron Steuben who was 
stationed near Petersburg. 
When the British were en- 
trapped at Yorktown the 
militia of this section was 
called into the service and 
when the campaign had 
ended gladly returned to the 
pursuits of peace, feeling that 
the victory had been won. 
From 1770 to 1785, two 
infleunces had entered the 
county, the effects of which 
had far reaching effect. The 
Methodist itinerant 
preachers, or circuit riders 
had visited the county, and 


were holding services in the 
abandoned colonial churches 
and in private homes, and 
about the same time the 
Baptist preachers headed by 
the Rev. Edward Mintz began 
to visit the upper part of the 
county and held their 
meetings at first in private 
homes, and in groves and 
before the war was over had 
constituted Western Branch 
Baptist Church, 1779. Not- 
withstanding the fact that the 
Baptist missionaries on their 
first visif to the vicinity of 
Sleepy Hole were ducked by a 
thoughtless crowd of men and 
boys in the river and mud 
until they were almost 
drowned, it did not stop these 
men from preaching, but 
seemed to stimulate them, 
and Thomas Jefferson found 
in the free holders of Nan- 
semond warm friends for his 
bill for religious freedom in 
Virginia, as the old petitions 
in the State Archives in Rich- 
mond will show. Rev. Francis 
Asbury, afterwards Bishop 
Asbury, visited Nansemond 
about the same time, and 
Rev. James O'Kelly the 
organizer of the Christian 
Church a few years later was 
preaching in the county at 
times. The effects of these 
men’s visits are reflected in 
the churches of the county 
todey. 


Edward Wright, John 
Gregory, Mills Riddick and 
Edward Norfleet. Gent. The 
price paid for the land was 
three pounds per acre, and it 
was to be divided into lots not 
to exceed one half an acre, 
and the trustees were to 
provide a place for a market, 
and a quay and wharves and 
cranes were to be built. Each 
purchaser had within two 
years from the date of his 
purchase to erect a house on 
his lot not less than 16 by 24 
and 8 feet pitch or the lot 
reverted back to the trustees. 
All this happened while 
George the Second was King 
of England, Sir William 
Gooch was’ Governor of 


Virginia and Lemuel Riddick 
and —————— Baker 
represented Nansemond 


County in the House of 
Burgesses at Williamsburg. 
Thomas Milner, county 
surveyor laid out the town on 
the neck between the two 
creeks, and Milner Street is 
narmned for him. Mahan, the 
other cross street was named 
for Admiral Mahan, U.S.N. 

We give here a few of the 
families living around the 
place when the Act was 
passed. Jethro lived on the 
site, the Constance home was 
just to the east on Cedar Hill 
the original house having 
been torn down within the 


Chapter V. 
SUFFOLK 

Suffolk is the only city in 
the bounds of Nansemond 
County. Its history goes back 
to colonial days. The site was 
owned by Daniel Sullivan, 
Sr., Burgess in 1702 and Clerk 
of the Court, 1702-03, heired 
by Daniel Sullivan, Jr., and 
then descended to his 
daughters, Margaret, wife of 
Jethro Sumner and Bridget, 
wife of William Cumner. It 
was a populous community 
before the town was 
established as the preamble 
to the Act passed May, 1742 
shows. It is given as follows: 
“Forasmuch as it hath been 
represented unto this 
General Assembly that a 
good number of people have 
lately settled themselves at 
and near a place called 
Constance’s Warehouse, on 
the east side of Nansemond 
River in the county of Nan- 
semond, where the public 
warehouses are built; which 
place is healthful, com- 
modious, and convenient for 
traders to cohabit in, and 
bring their goods.to, and that 
in case a town were laid out 
there, trade and navigation 
would be greatly encouraged 
and increased.”’ 

Then the Act follows to 
establish the Town to be 
called Suffolk. The fifty acres 
of land for the town site was 
to be bought from Jethro 
Sumner and his wife, 
Margaret and was to be 
vested in a board of trustees 
composed of the following: 
Lemuel Riddick, William 
Baker, William Wright, 
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past few years, east of that 
was the home of the Allens, 
and north of that was the 
Bernard home, the Pughs 
lived at Jericho Run, the 
Riddicks lived a little 
southeast of the site, Culloden 
farm was on the south, and 
the Meads lived on the west, 
while the Marches and 
Jordans lived in the vicinity. 

No doubt, there was a 
rolling house established - in 
the vicinity about 1712, and 
continued until 1730 when it 
became a regular tobacco 
warehouse, and the trade 
that had been drawn to the 
place had attracted many 
people to the neighborhood. 

The houses were small at 
first, and some even had 
wooden chimneys as bricks 
were scarce, many using 
rough stone in the place of 
brick, and some of these old 
stone underpinnings are still 
standing in the old part of the 
town, the Constance cellar 
being built of stone. To ac- 
commodate trade a férry was 
established over the river in 
1744, and in 1745 wooden 
chimneys were forbidden by 


law, and in 1750 they were 
ordered taken down by either 
the owner or the sheriff. In 
1753 the parish church was 
built in the town costing 595 
pounds, and by 1755 the Court 
House and the Clerk’s office 
had been located in the town, 

and the officials soon took up 
their residence in it. A large 
trade with the surrounding 
country and Eastern North 
Carolina grew up, and ships 
were being built large enough 
to carry 300 hogshead of 
tobacco. 

About 1760, the building of 
more permanent houses 
began, one built in 1768 stood 
until a few years ago on Main 
Street at the corner of 
Mahan. In 1722, goats and 
hogs were not allowed in the 
streets. About 1765 there was 
much trade from the Dismal 
Swamp passing through 
Suffolk, as all the products 
had to be brought to the river 
to be shipped. George 
Washington visited the new 
town many times while 
developing the company’s 
lands in the Dismal Swamp. 

As soon as the 
Revolutionary War began, 
Suffolk became a military 
depot and large quantities of 
stores were gathered in the 
warehouses and on the banks 
of the river and creeks. Col. 
Scott and Major Marshall 
were sent to Suffolk in 
command of the military 
forces there while Colonel 
Woodford with a large force 
came to Suffolk via Great 
Bridge. Many volunteer 
cavalrymen joined them in 
Suffolk. Lieut. Edward Allen 
of Suffolk, was an officer in 
the command. 

Suffolk by its position was 
the logical place to assemble 
stores for the army and navy 
of the state, and in May, 1779 
as much as 8,000 barrels of 
tar, pitch, turpentine and 
much rum and brandy with 
9,000 barrels of salt pork 
together with other valuable 
military stores were in the 
town awaiting shipment, and 
these were all destroyed by 
the British when they raided 
and burned the town on May 
13th of that year. Much other 
provisions were destroyed at 
the home of Col. Willis 
Riddick, near Suffolk, as he 
was packing pork for the 
army at his home. Suffolk 


was visited by General : 


Tarleton in 1780, with British 
troops and the place con 
tinued to be visited by troops 
until the surrender at 
Yorktown. 

Several years were 
required to rebuild the town 
after the war, but it 
recovered rapidly and it was 
visited by Smith, an English 
traveler in 1784 who wrote a 
description of it. 1784, new 
trustees were appointed for 
the town and it became a port 
of entry for American built 
vessels with a surveyor in 
charge. Solomon’s Lodge 
A.F.&A.M. was chartered in 
1790 and held their first 
meeting in the home of 
Dempsy Copeland. About 
1794 the Jericho Canal was 
opened and for more than a 
generation this brought a 
great amount of business to 
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